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Battlegrounds old and new 
shape presidential race
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AP analysis of presidential race
(as of Oct. 29)

Projected electoral votes, as of Oct. 29

D.C.

Tossup

270 needed to win

The 2008 electoral map appears to be changing from the virtually 
identical 2000 and 2004 presidential election result maps. Some 
battleground states from previous races have swayed blue, while 
historically solid red states are now closely contested.

Solid SolidLeaning Leaning

OBAMA: 286 MCCAIN: 163

186 votes 122100 89 41

Projected to go to Obama
Asian

Multi-racial

Projected to go to McCain
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NOTE: Alaska shows 
statewide data only
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cardPaper ballots hand counted

Optical scan
Lever

Direct recording electronic2008
42.8% 7.6%
34.9% 57.8%
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0.7%
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2006

Equipment 
change 
from 2006

National breakdown
of voting equipment

Predominant voting 
equipment by county

More than 125 counties have changed their voting equipment type since 2006, most of which have 
moved away from electronic machines. As a result, millions of Americans will encounter a new voting 
method on Election Day. 

Majority of Americans to vote on paper



Geography of 
the popular vote

Obama wins
Electoral votes

Nationwide popular vote

Unofficial results
as of 11:03 p.m. EST
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NOTE: Alaska results are statewide only
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270 electoral votes needed 
to win the presidency

State breakdown of electoral votes

Popular vote by 
county population
Leader in counties with more than 
70 percent of precincts reporting
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DEM • 54 Otros 2 1 Desempate 40 • REP

DEM • 254 173 • REP

McCain

AP

Resultados presidenciales por estados ganados

Votos electorales

Obama Otros No declarados

Obama gana las elecciones de EEUU

Equilibrio de poder en Congreso
CÁMARA R.

SENADO

50%

100 total

435 total

D.C.

Resultados no 
oficiales a las
5:57 p.m. EST

*Hora EST (hora del
este de EEUU)
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McCain
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270 necesarios para ganar



DEM • 55 Other 2 1 Runoff 40 • GOP

DEM • 254 173 • GOP

McCainObama
55%+ - +50 50 55

NOTE: Neb. and Maine award electoral votes by state and congressional district

AP

Proportional map 
of the U.S. where 
one box equals 
one electoral vote

State winner’s percentage of total vote
Not called

Obama wins two-thirds of electoral votes

Electoral votes

Congress balance of power
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435 total

Unofficial results 
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AP

Nine states sway from red to blue

Changed party from 2004 election
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C. Osgood, N. Rapp, J Balestrieri • AP

Obama dominated vote in several major cities
President-elect Barack Obama won more than 80 percent of the vote in more than 20 counties. These include 
the cities of Atlanta, Baltimore, Manhattan, Philadelphia, San Francisco, St. Louis and Washington, D.C.

50% 50% ++ 25% 25%0

Margin of victory by county

Circles show relative 
population

Results as of 3:48 p.m. EST, Nov. 5
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100% of precincts reporting
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255 Seats 3 Not called; 2 TBD Dec. 6 175 Seats

435 total2008
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Nationwide popular vote

Unofficial results
as of Nov. 19, 2008
NOTE: Alaska results are statewide only
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State breakdown of electoral votes

Popular vote by 
county population
Winner in counties with more than 
70 percent of precincts reporting
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* McCain won Nebraska, although one electoral vote went to Obama who
won a congressional district; McCain’s margin of victory based on state total
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DEM • 56 2 independents
caucus with Dems

2 not called 40 • GOP

DEM • 255 175 • GOP

APSOURCE: AP Election Research

U.S. Senate races, party affiliation of winners

Congress balance of power

RepublicanDemocrat Not called

Dems gain at least 7 Senate seats

SENATE

HOUSE
2006
2008
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2008
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Darker color indicates 
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SPECIAL ELECTIONS: WY MS

435 total

100 total

DE
RI

Runoff 
scheduled 
for Dec. 2

Recount began Nov. 19; 
to be completed by 

Dec. 5

Mark Begich’s win over Senator Ted Stevens in Alaska puts the 
Democrats within two seats of a filibuster-proof 60-vote majority. 
Two races have yet to be decided.
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State winner’s percentage of total vote

D.C.

Presidential race ties up loose ends

NOTE: One electoral vote in Nebraska went to Obama
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results as of
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